FOURTH   SET   OF   OBJECTIONS1.

i,

LETTER T(i> A MAN OF NOTE2.

Sir

The favour you hav<% done me4" I acknowledge, though I note
that you expect a return for, it. Kind though your action was, yet
to let me share in the enjoyment of reading that most acute work only
on condition I should disclose what I think of it, was to demand a
requital, and surely a heavy pne. Truly a hard condition, compliance
with which the desire to acquaint myself with a fine piece of work has
wrung from me, but one against which I should gladly protest if an
exception could be claimed fur one who 'has committed a deed through
the urgency of pleasure,' and added to the concessions recognized by
the Praetor of old, who excused acts 'done under the influence of
violence or fear?

What would you have ? It is not my estimate of the author that
you look for; you already know how much I appreciate the force of
his genius and his distinguished learning. Likewise you are not
unaware of the troublesome' matters that at present take up my time
and, if you have too exalted^i opinion of me, it does not follow that
I am unaware of my own im($equacy. And yet what you submit to
me fw examination demanjiS i >oth intellectual powers of no ordinary
nature and above all a mina set free from care, in order that it may,
by its disengagement from all external turmoil, have leisure far self-
contemplation; and as you see, this is impossible without intent
meditation and complete mental self-absorption. Nevertheless, if it
is your bidding, I obey. The blame for my shortcomings will fall
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